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Thailand’s Defence Technology Institute 
partners with Ricardo on new 8x8 vehicle 
 
The Defence Technology Institute (DTI) – the Thai ministry of 

defence’s research and development agency – today 

announced that it will partner with Ricardo on the next phase 

of development of its Black Widow Spider 8x8 armoured 

vehicle programme in support of the Royal Thai Army 

 

DTI was set up to develop Thailand’s defence technology capability and to help build 

the local defence industry; the Black Widow Spider represents its first major military 

vehicle programme. DTI and Ricardo have already completed the initial phase of 

technology development for the Black Widow Spider 8x8, and displayed the vehicle 

configuration at the recent Defence & Security 2013 exhibition hosted in Bangkok. 

The vehicle has been designed to provide protected firepower and extreme mobility in 

reconnaissance, command and control and fire support roles.  

 

“DTI and Ricardo have agreed to work together to develop the next phase of the Black 

Widow Spider 8x8 project,” confirmed Colonel Tawiwat Veeraklaew, DTI’s executive 

director of R&D. “I am looking forward to working closely with Ricardo on this important 

project for Thailand’s defence industry.” 

 

“Ricardo is proud to have been selected by DTI to partner with it on this key vehicle 

programme,” commented Andy North, Ricardo chief engineer, defence. “This work 

builds upon our extremely strong reputation for the design, development and 

production of class-leading, agile and highly crew-protected defence vehicles, 
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including the Foxhound, WMIK and Vixen platforms used by British forces. We look 

forward to working with DTI on this important programme and helping to develop a 

truly world-class defence vehicle.” 

  

 

Ends  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With almost a century of delivering 
value through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original 
equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions 
and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation 
and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial 
success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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